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THEY HAVE been relected by
their families, left alone by frie-
nds or forced to quit their jobs by
the bosses. And, all because they
are HIV positive. The numerous
awareness campaigns notwith-
standing, AIDS patients are to-
day fighting a double battle —
one against the killer disease
and the other against the mind-
set of the society:

At the Press Club on Wednes.
day, there were a host of people
infected with the killer virus,
who had stories to tell — stories
of humiliation and rejection.
Take Farzana Begum, for in-
stance, Four years ago, she mar-
ried a man, completely unaware
that he had been infected with
the HIV virus. She got the virus
from him. After her husband
died, her in-laws threw her out of
the house.

“I came to know that my hus.
band was HIV positive when his
viza to Dubali was rejected after
blood test at the UAE embassy in
Mumbai. Within a few days. my
husband was admitted to SSKM.
My in-laws threw me out after
my hushand's death,” she said.

Farzana is lucky Her parents
have stood by her for the past
four years. But others like her
are not, Some have beem left
alone by their families and de-
nied treatment even at govern-

BNPL members Jiban Kumar Brahma and Madhuri Adhikari at the rally,

ment-run state hospi-
tals. “We have faced hu-
miliation and rejection
al every step. So, we
have declded to speak
out. We know that after
seeing us on television
aor going through our
stories in print, some of
our friends may lose
their jobs or may be
thrown out of their
homes. But it is better

to speak out,” said Tarit Cha-
kraborty, president of Bengal
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Network For People
Living with HIV and
AIDS (BNPL).

A huge amount of
money is being spent
in campaigns across
the country but the
2397 HIV infected and
AIDS patients in the
country are dying in
neglect, without prop-
oF treatment, said
Chakraborty, whose
son left him after he

was infected with the virus,

of death

“The government’s assistance
doesn’t even reach 20 per cent of
the people fighting the disease,
In Holkata, only the School of
Tropical Medicine and Caleutta
Medical College have facilities
for treating AIDS patients. HIV
positive patients from across the
state have to travel to Holkata
every month for thelr tests,” said
Nisha Ray, BNPL secretary

Nisha and her husband are
HIV positive but their 2on is nor-
mal. A ity school, however, de-
nied admission to the boy after
the authorities came to know that
his parents were HIV positive
“Government agencies.and NG-
O regularly hold road and talk
shows but nothing much has co-
me out of them. We are not get-
ting any financial assistance. The
mindset of the people hurts us all
the more. We want to live with
dignity Help us,” Nisha said.

BNLE with a membership of
2100, has tied up with the Sukrit
Foundation to voice its  prob-
lems on screen. It has also
formed a media cell to ensure
that the government and private
benefits reach the target. “The

first case of HIV/AIDS was re-

ported in Indla in 1986. Today, ac-
cording to National AIDS Con-
trol Organisation, there are 2397
people infected with HIV posi-
tive virus, The alarming statis-
tics is 40 per cent of the HIV in-
fected in this state is 20-30 age-
group,” sald Tarit.




